CONIUM MACULATUM (Poison Hemlock)


Both the Greek and Arabian physicians were in the practice of using poison Hemlock for the cure of tumors, swellings and pains of the joints, as well as for affections of the skin. Later it was used, both externally and internally, for the cure and palliation of cancerous formations and ulcers.  In poisonous doses it produces complete paralysis with loss of speech; the respiratory function is at first depressed and ultimately ceases altogether and death results from asphyxia. The mind remains unaffected to the last.

	ESSENCE 
The typical patient is practical, earthy and materialistic. The mental pathology occurs from a type of slowly advancing "induration" of the mind. The patient develops an emotional flatness or hardness which eventually leads to indifference and depression. On the mental level we see fixed ideas and superstitions. Eventually we can see progressive mental deterioration and senility.  Extreme rigidity.
MENTAL SYMPTOMS 
- Unable to make sustained mental effort … mental dullness or confusion … "brain fag" … senility
- Emotionally closed, flat, or hard people ... EMOTIONAL PARALYSIS … unsympathetic … unfeeling
- Depression … sadness … no interest in anything … “sits in corner and mopes” … superstitious
- Aversion to COMPANY (due to unwillingness to make the effort of conversation), but with dread of being left alone … gradually becomes more isolated and therefore does not complain about the lack of company
- Aversion to LIGHT; darkness amel. … likes to wear dark clothes (dressed as if mourning) ... prefers dark colors, even only black
- The opposite state is almost insane: hysterical … loquacious … nymphomania … “grabs people on the streets and abuses them” … does strange things
GENERAL SYMPTOMS 
- Tendency to develop tumors: malignancy and pre-malignant conditions (usually slow growing and painless) … tumors, enlarged lymph nodes, glands, injured parts indurated and stony hard
- Neurological conditions: gradual paralysis with a SLOW onset and for the most part UNNOTICED, usually ascending … paralytic weakness (manifested by clumsy movements and staggering gait)

- CHILLY
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS
Head: VERTIGO; < lying, turning in bed (esp. in elderly, esp. with no other modalities) … PHOTOPHOBIA ... lacrimation with photophobia … boring in the nose with finger (Cina) … cancer of the lip, especially in smokers.
Neck: hard, swollen cervical glands … goitre
Chest: CANCER OF THE BREAST, hard and often with axillary lymph nodes … history of breast cancer … dry, tickling cough, < lying down (esp. in elderly)
Extremities: progressive weakness (even to the point of paralysis (Caust), generally beginning in the thighs or legs) … ataxia … difficulty rising from squatting ... numbness
GI: worse wine and milk … desires salt, sour and coffee … profoundly affected by ALCOHOL (small amounts cause excitement, trembling, weakness, and prostration)
Urinary & Sexual Organs: SUPPRESSION of SEXUAL DESIRE … CANCER OR TUMORS OF THE TESTES, PROSTATE, OVARIES, UTERUS … diminished or high libido… CLIMACTERIC problems (VERTIGO and flushes of heat and perspiration on falling asleep (when closing the eyes)) … pain and SWELLING of BREASTS before menses; < walking, jar … prostatitis or enlarged prostate and difficult micturition … paralysis of the bladder … PREMATURE EJACULATION (even when just talking to women)
Skin: perspiration on falling asleep or just closing the eyes (SRP)

	
	ETIOLOGIES
CONTUSIONS … BLOWS … overstraining … overwork ... bruises and shocks to spine … grief … sexual excess ... SUPPRESSION OF SEXUAL DESIRE
AFFINITIES
NERVES … MUSCLES … GLANDS (MAMMAE, testes, ovaries) … sexual organs
MODALITIES

<: BEGINNING of MOTION ... RUBBING ... while sitting … lying … turning in bed (vertigo)
>: CONTINUED motion … PRESSURE … letting limbs hand down … in the sun … in the dark
PAINS 

Cutting, stabbing, often accompanied by numbness 

PRIME INDICATIONS

1. Gradual paralysis on all levels. Slowness and rigidity. Materialistic persons.
2. Shuns light; aversion to company.

3. Cancerous affections of glands.

4. Pain and swelling of breasts before menses.

5. Ailments from suppression of sexual desire or from continence.

6. Worse wine and milk; desires salt, sour and coffee.
NOTES
- Patients often appear older than they are (may be both physically and emotionally)

- GRADUAL paralysis and weakness with indurations on all levels.  Mental: gradual weakening of memory; lack of sharpness in all senses.  Emotional: indifference and hardness; materialist with great attachment to the material world.  Physical: indurations and tumors; cancerous affections.
- "Kind of self-satisfaction with their state. They have and express less anxiety relative to the situation than their background suggests they would. They may even exhibit a complete lack of anxiety when faced with an uncertain future and poor prognosis regarding their pathology. In the first interview they definitely would not consider themselves sick mentally or emotionally, or even limited on these levels. Most Conium patients are proud of their ability to be calm, even and organized both internally and externally, when confronted with an emotionally charged situation."

- Conium is of special value in old age when the vital powers of the body are failing. 

- Suppression of sexual desire leading to Conium: 
1. Loss of partner; 2. Sickness of partner; 3. Fear of AIDS; 4. Religious reasons (priests, nuns, etc. who suppress their sexual instincts out of religious conviction); 5. Fixed ideas ("sex is sinful");
6. Spiritual reasons (persons applying themselves totally to spiritual development and meditation and hence renouncing sex) [Ghegas]
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