CAUSTICUM

Causticum is a made by distilling a mixture of lime and burned and melted potassium bisulphate.  It belongs to the Kali group (potashes), which also include Kali-carb, Kali-bi, Kali-brom, Kali-mur, Kali-phos, and Kali-sulph.
GENERAL ACTION OF KALIS: they paralyze the heart, decrease the temperature, and increase the oxidation of tissues. They weaken, and even paralyze muscles. They produce deep prostration. They cause catarrh and inflammation of mucous membranes, increase their secretions, especially in the lungs and the kidneys.  
	ESSENCE: 
Compassionate nature with an easily incensed outrage 
against injustice.  Strongly identify with the group and 

fiercely fight against any threat to this group.  

Oversensitive to misuse of power, always fight for the

underdog.  Highly idealistic and engaged they suffer from
injustice received or witnessed.  Though fundamentally 
sympathetic and engaged toward others, can become 
fanatically wrapped up in carrying out ideals and 
principles. If goals are not achieved, aggressiveness and 
frustration build up; self-pity at not being recognized or 
of having been treated unfairly may surface.  
Revolutionaries.
MENTAL SYMPTOMS: 
- Great SYMPATHY. Unable to tolerate other's suffering.
- Great anger over injustices toward himself or others …

rebellious … political … hates authority … self-righteous

- Stubborn … critical (esp. towards abusive power) … 
bitter, resentful, angry (again towards abusive power)

- Feel the suffering of others so strongly that may become

dysfunctional and depressed ... it’s hard for them to have
fun, to lighten up.

- So sensitive to injustice that may isolate themselves 

from the world: become absolutely apolitical, no TV or

newspapers (compensation)

- In personal relationships everything must be fair and 

square (I wash two plates and you’ll wash two too) … 

often stubbornly cling to their principals ( often have 
problems keeping a relationship ( suffer when rel. 
breaks up ( another good remedy for grief, esp. for 
grief with bitterness.

- Complaints from grief; often there is a history of many 

repeated griefs … alcoholism after grief … depression.

- Checking and rechecking tasks compulsively. 

- Fears: dark … ghosts … dying … dogs … SMTH BAD

WILL HAPPEN … sexual domination, esp. RAPE
- Hurriedness; eats fast; rushes in tasks.

- History of sexual abuse or violence in the family.
GENERAL SYMPTOMS:
CHILLY and worse from cold.
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS:
Paralysis: of SINGLE PARTS or of SINGLE 
NERVES … split in the middle: right side tends to get 

paralyzed, left side tends to get numb … Bell’s palsy, esp.
right-sided … facial neuralgia, esp. right-sided, < cold … 

paralyzed tongue … drooping eyelids … paralysis of the 
bladder, esp. after childbirth … slowly progressing 

paralysis … paralysis after stroke
Cough: hard cough with a lot of pain … unable to 
expectorate, sputum slips back into the pharynx (Sepia, 
Dros, Kali-carb, Arn) … cannot  cough deep enough for
 relief … with rawness and burning in larynx and trachea
… with involuntary spurting of urine (Nat-mur, Apis, 
Phos, Puls, Scilla – esp. in elderly) … cough improves to
a certain point, but then stays the same … > DRINKING 
COLD WATER, < bending forwad, < cold air.
Larynx: HOARSENESS, < every cold, in the morning, 
over-use, > cold drinks, usually painless (unlike Phos.) …
constant desire to clear the throat (tough mucous).

Arthritis: esp. hands and fingers, < cold, strain, over-use,
bathing, dry weather.

Contractions: of ligaments, flexor muscles … cerebral 

palsy

Neurological: seizures, convulsions, < SLEEP, right side, 

menses … tremors, twitching and jerking … MS … 

epilepsy, esp. petit mal (with enuresis) … stammering 
with fright or excitement
Burns: 2nd degree (Urt-u for 1st degree, Canth. for 3rd) 
Warts: on face, esp. on eyelids and NOSE, esp. the tip.
CRAVINGS/AVERSIONS:
Cravings: salty and smoked meats (Tub); cold drinks 
(Phos)

Aversions: sweets (Phos, Merc)


	
	ETIOLOGIES:

Exposure to dry, cold weather … overexertion 
AFFINITIES:

NERVOUS SYSTEM … RESPIRATORY SYSTEM
… BLADDER … right side … limbs … skin … face
MODALITIES:

<: EVENING and night … morning … COLD … 
mental or physical exertion … AFTER EATING 
>: during the day … WARMTH …lying down …

cloudy, WET WEATHER (and they love it)
SENSATIONS: 

RAWNESS … BURNING … soreness … PARALYSIS
…as if there is an empty space between the brain and
the scalp (SRP). 
PAINS:  Spasmodic

MIASM: 

Tubercular (the whole group is getting squeezed)
CHILDREN:

NOT FAIR is the favorite expression … overly-sensitive
children; weep from trifles … during the interview they 
size you up … teenagers often rebel … may be confused
with Phos, since physical Sx are very close (to diff. 
remember that Caus. is serious, Phos is more easy going) 
NOTES:

- it’s almost impossible to break the will of Caus., but if 

this happens it turns into Staph.
- Can destroy the stability of the whole office by 

constantly undermining the bosses (talks like “this pig

leaves at noon to play golf” and “we are in a sweatshop”

are typical)

- Professions: social workers, medicine

DIFFERENTIALS:

Sympathetic: three main remedies: Caust, Nit-ac,

Phos.  Nit-ac is fighting a hard battle against a person

who has harmed him, it is not merely fighting 

unfairness like Caust.  For this battle he requires the 

support from all his friends. So Nit-ac is very 

sympathetic to all his supporters. He is sympathetic 

conditionally. As long as you are his friend, he is 

sympathetic. Once you offend him he will kill you.  
In being sympathetic Caust is anxious for others, 
whereas Phos feels the anxiety of others. Phos feels the
emotions of the other person, i.e. when the other 
person is anxious Phos feels it.
Aco: in paralysis after exposure to dry cold, use Aco. 
as an acute, and Caus. when paralysis has become 
chronic and doesn’t yield to Aco.
Rhus-tox & Dulc: in paralysis after exposure to wet 
cold (esp. when weather changes from warm to cold

and wet), use Dulc. as an acute, and Rhus-tox. when 
paralysis has become chronic and doesn’t yield to 
Dulc.
Rhus-tox: in rheumatic conditions both are restless, but

Rhus > moving all the time, Caus. only at night.  Also,

Rhus < wet weather, Caus. < dry weather.

Guai: is to be preferred to Caus., and follows well when,

there are contractions of the tendons, drawing the limbs 

out of shape, aggravated by any attempt at motion, 

esp. if there are well - developed gouty nodosities in 

the joints.

Coloc: for rheumatism when the joints remain stiff. The

pains in the affected parts are of a boring.  Caus. may be
indicated for in colic after the failure of Coloc. The pains
are griping, cutting, and > by bending double, esp. 

during menses which disappear at night.
COMPLEMENTARY: Staph., Graph., Coloc.

INIMICAL: Phos.
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