STAPHISAGRIA (Delphinium, Larkspur)

Staphisagria is an ornamental plant native to the Mediterranean.  It belongs to Ranunculaceæ family, which also includes Aconite, Clematis, Helleborus, Hydrastis, and Pulsatilla. The seeds are extremely poisonous, but in small quantities have been used from ancient times for treating such ailments as vermin infestation, dropsy, scabies, neuralgia and toothache.  Ingestion of large quantities causes nausea, vomiting, giddiness, restlessness followed by immobility, convulsions, and death from respiratory paralysis.    

	ESSENCE: 
Staph. state arises from wounded honor, and constant,

sometimes extreme, humiliation.  In general they are

gentle, refined people who tend to suppress their anger
and dissatisfaction.  They don’t stand up for themselves

but feel they should and suffer from that feeling.  Very 
sensitive to rudeness but instead of engaging in a fight, 
take it all in and suffer tremendously.  Tend to end up 

with a domineering partner who, not facing any

resistance, takes all the space.  Not finding an outlet, 
the internal pressure increases leading to occasional 
outbursts of irrational behavior, like screaming and 
throwing of things at the offender. Tend to be very

romantic, dreaming and looking for a knight in shining

armor, and more than often not finding one.  Sexual 

energy is high, but often suppressed too, finding an 
outlet in persistent, even tormenting, sexual fantasies 
and masturbation.
MENTAL SYMPTOMS: 
- Ailments from suppressed GRIEF, ANGER, after 
INSULTS or HUMILIATION 

- Trembling and stuttering from anger or emotions …

tendency to throw things when angry … snippy 
(anger leaking out a little at a time)

- YIELDING … MILD … avoids quarrels … doesn't 
want to cause trouble … TIMID … "too dignified to 
fight” … SENSITIVE TO RUDENESS … easily 
offended
- Very romantic and easily disappointed … 

SEXUALLY MINDED … unsatisfied desire …

intruding sexual thoughts ( MASTURBATION.
- HISTORY OF SEXUAL ABUSE

Dreams: Amorous … anxious … frights … vexatious
Fears: of LOSING SELF-CONTROL

GENERAL SYMPTOMS:
Extreme SENSITIVENESS to TOUCH [genitals, warts,
incisions, hemorrhoids, eruptions] … oversensitive to 
tobacco SMOKE (Ign.) … odor of ROTTEN EGGS 
(sweat, flatus, stool) (Arn., Sulph.) … unilateral 
paralysis, esp. from anger … chilly
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS:
Head: Headaches, < anger, suppressed anger, grief,

emotions, masturbation … styes and tumors of eyelids, esp. when very painful … lacerations and incisions to the eyes … teeth turn black, crumble, decay as soon as they erupt (Kreos.) … tooth pain, < cold, menses, eating … twitches of face or eyelids (Ign., Nux-v) 
Face: PALE with livid tint from anger (but can be red)
Throat: CONSTANT SWALLOWING (+ suppressed emotions) (Ign., Caust.)
Chest: annoying cough, after vexation or indignation
Abdomen: colic from anger(Cham., Coloc.) or surgery 
Genitals: CYSTITIS (after intercourse, esp. 1st, very typical is “honeymoon” cystitis, after catheterization) … bladder (or abdominal) pain after surgical operation … urethritis, urethral stricture … frequent urging to urinate … painful condilomata … SEXUAL FANTASIES … MASTURBATION … high libido, sometimes promiscuous … history of lacerated or stretched sphincters (wounded tissue)
Extremities: Paralysis one sided, from anger.
Skin: Itching changes place on scratching (SRP) … psoriasis after grief or suppression of emotions, esp. in children … very painful scars and skin tumors … very painful lacerations and surgical incisions … stitching pain in surgical clean-cut (sutures) wounds
Sleep: Sleepy all day, awake all night … can’t fall asleep due to sexual excitement, has to masturbate to calm down.
PRIME INDICATIONS:

1. Suppressed emotions. Yielding, mild, submissive 

persons.

2. Sexual thoughts; intruding; driving to masturbation.

3. Worse afternoon nap.

4. Hypersensitivity to touch.

5. Tobacco (desire or agg.).
	
	ETIOLOGIES:

SUPPRESSED EMOTIONS … sexual access …
surgery, esp. of sexual organs (= sexual suppression).

AFFINITIES:

NERVES … TEETH … genito-urinary tract … 

fibrous tissues [eyelids; skin] … glands
MODALITIES:

<: Emotions [grief; vexation; indignation; quarrels; 
insults; mortification; suppressed] … sexual excesses 
… masturbation … afternoon nap 
>: Warmth … rest …breakfast
SENSATIONS: 

Paralytic drawing … BALL in FOREHEAD … 
stiffness …emptiness in occiput

PAINS: 

OVERSENSITIVE to pain … stitching, in surgical 
incisions and scars
NOTES:

- A typical Staph. situation is of a someone of noble 

birth who was pulled down from his high position and

thrown into humiliating conditions during a revolution,

like Nicholas II in Siberia.  His keepers not just made

him suffer, but enjoyed every moment of it.  He,

however,  maintained his dignity to the very end.
- Anger may be suppressed to such an extent that they

don’t get mad where it’s very appropriate, e.g. a wife 

doesn’t even think of getting mad at cheating husband.

- Children, esp. young ones and in families where this 

behavior is tolerated, may be very cranky and 

irritable, like Cham.  This lasts till they get suppressed, 

e.g. in school. 
- Tincture of Staph. was used to destroy head lice and

low delusions (6X) to keep away mosquitoes.
COMPLEMETARY:

Caust, Coloc., Nux-v, Sulph.

Sulph: The state of humiliation will arise more easily
in one who originally had pride and egotism than in 
one who did not. Staph is often followed by Sulph. 
Sulph state of egotism predisposes to a Staph state of 
humiliation.
DIFFERENTIALS:

- Carc. : Carc. situation is caused by being heavily 
controlled by the person on whom one depends, whereas that of Staph. is caused by being insulted by him.
- Teeth:  Kreos. milk-teeth first become yellow, then 
dark and finally decay.  Staph. milk-teeth are scarcely 
full grown before they become black in creases or spots 
and crumble away.   In Thuja the teeth decay at the 
edges of the gums.  See also Ant-crud, Cham., Coff.
- Eyelids: Staph. has hardened styes.  Graph. cures cystic

tumors, which form in the eyelids midway between the 

inner and outer surfaces.  Baryta-carb. also cures tarsal 

tumors.
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