ARGENTUM NITRICUM (Silver Nitrate)

Silver Nitrate is a colorless, odorless, water soluble salt.  Organic matter, e.g. the skin, is stained black by contact with the crystals.  The molten substance, when cooled to 160 F., suddenly solidifies with such violent expansible force as to burst the test tube (see Sensations.)  In strong solution it is a caustic, powerful disinfectant causing coagulation the proteins of bacteria.  In relation to the tissues of the body, it is an irritant poison with a special affinity for mucous membranes, causing violent inflammation; and for the nervous system, causing cramps, convulsions, loss of peripheral sensation, and paralysis.   
	ESSENCE: 
Main theme of Argentum is performance; main theme of Nitrate is the feeling of sudden danger. The two themes come together in Arg-nit, whose main theme is performance in sudden danger or crisis.  They have to perform, they are compelled to perform to such an extent that they feel trapped.  They gravitate to a job that requires performing.  They want to be the best; they want to shine (like silver.)  Highly reactive and prone to erratic “what if” thoughts (“I wonder what would happen if I jump off the bridge?”); compulsive behavior helps keep erratic mind under control. 
MENTAL SYMPTOMS: 
- Prone to ERRATIC, STRANGE “what if” thoughts and impulses, which stem from a curious fascination rather than from true suicidal ideation … fixed ideas and superstitions
- NERVOUS … IMPULSIVE … HURRIED … feeling of running out of time (always arrive ahead of time, walk fast) … highly reactive (anything unexpected throws them out of balance) … emotional
- FUNK, TERRORS OF ANTICIPATION: sweats with anxiety … butterflies in the stomach … diarrhea … STAGE FRIGHT (feel as if they are alone and the exit is blocked.) 
- CLAUSTROPHOBIA, intense feeling of being TRAPPED with no way out: fears of crowds, bridges, closed/narrow spaces, tunnels, airplanes, any place where the exit is blocked … needs an easy escape when in any public place … high buildings cause a feeling they will crush him … cannot bear to look up/down to/from a height … when feel trapped compelled to do suicidal, impulsive things (jumping out of the window, leaving the business)
- FEAR OF LOSING SELF-CONTROL, esp. of losing control in an extremely critical situation where there is no way out … fear of BEING LATE
GENERAL SYMPTOMS:
- WARM-BLOODED (one of the hottest remedies)
- Extreme fatigue on mild exertion, with a sensation of great weariness in the lower limbs … periodic, severe weakness; esp. during menses or when stressed
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS:
Any physical symptom may be < from anticip. anxiety.
Neurological: convulsions … seizures … tremors … twitches … MS
Head: HA, which gradually increases and disappears suddenly, < anticipation (( HA increases along with anticip. anxiety and goes away when anticip. is over), > binding the head (= pressure) … flushing of face (= erratic circulation) 

Eyes: conjunctivitis … purulent ophthalmia … canthi/conjunctiva bright red, > cold applications

Throat: any kind of septic throat, with SPLINTER-LIKE pains … HOARSNESS, esp. of professional speakers … aphonia … warts of throat/larynx (Caust)
Chest: violent palpitations with the sensation that the heart will jump out … palpitations, < lying on right side (Phos. on left side), > pressure of hand
Stomach: one of the most FLAUTALENT remedy, < sweets, with loud belching and passing gas, which often doesn’t relieve 
Abdomen: diarrhea, spinach-like; < sweets, anticipation … bursting distention
Genitals: impotence, < thinking of the problem; main question is, “How am I performing?”
Extremities: weakness & heaviness of lower limbs … staggering … awkwardness
CRAVINGS/AVERSIONS:
Cravings: SWEETS (( diarrhea and/or general aggravation) … SALT … CHEESE … cold drinks … ice-cream … fat
Aversions: fat … pork (Phos. craves fat)


	
	ETIOLOGIES:

EMOTIONS, esp. ANTICIPATION … SWEETS
AFFINITIES:

MIND … NERVES … MUCOUS MEMBRANES (STOMACH, bowels, eyes, throat, urethra) ... skin … LEFT SIDE
MODALITIES:

<:  WARMTH … SWEETS… enclosed/wide open spaces (= being trapped) … ANTICIPATION 
>:  COOL AIR … COLD & COLD APPLICATIONS … pressure on affected parts
SENSATIONS: 

Of EXPANSION (as if: squeezed in a vice, constricted by an iron band round chest or waist, the part affected is blown up, too big, going to burst, etc.) … weariness, esp. in the lower limbs
PAINS: 

SPLINTER-LIKE … sharp … come and go slowly … often left-sided
DISCHARGES: 

Thick and muco-purulent (very much like Puls.)
NOTES:

There is an element of childishness or naiveté. Often the emotionality leads to think of Puls. On the other hand, the fears, openness and suggestibility may also lead to confusion with Phos. When deciding between Phos. and Puls., Arg-nit should be considered.
APPEARANCE:

Elegant, stylish, polished, well-dressed …“silver”: silver-haired, drive silver cars.
PRIME INDICATIONS:

1. Warm-blooded people with a strong craving for fresh air.

2. Anxiety, hurry and impulsiveness caused by strange ideas and exaltation of fancies.

3. Desire for and aggravation from sugar and sweets.

4. Numerous anxieties and phobias.

5. Loud belching, flatulence; GI tract physical center of ailments.
DIFFERENTIALS:

Aconite: both have sudden anxiety attacks and fear of death. In Arg-nit they appear in fixed situations (e.g. in closed places, before a journey), in Aco. anxiety is non-specific, but more intense.   
Aethusa cynapium: both have exam funk. With Arg-nit. the condition is apprehension: - ill with anxiety in regard to what is before him: - fear of failure. With Aethusa, it is imply inability to fix the attention, or to think.  Val says that if patient doesn’t say that there is something at stake, Arg-nit is not indicated in anticipation anxiety.
Arsenicum: very close in GI affections; both have simultaneous vomiting and diarrhea.  Ars. is cold, Arg-nit hot. 
Gelsemium: If, for the Arg-nit person, the situation reaches the level where he can do nothing about it, he goes into Gels. state.  In Arg-nit there is restlessness, activity, hurry, impulsive acts. Gels. is slow, sluggish, dull, paralytic and doesn't want to be disturbed.
Lycopodium: both have the feeling of being trapped.  Lyco. tries to escape intimacy.  Arg-nit tries to get out of situations where he is expected to perform.
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