LACHESIS MUTA (Bushmaster, Surucucu)


Bushmaster, the largest of the pit vipers, inhibits humid forests of South America. Its bite is particularly deadly, causing quick death from massive thrombosis if a vein is pierced or death in a matter hours from vasomotor paralysis. More delayed death may result from secondary hemorrhage, or from sepsis.  Unlike other snakes, bushmaster attacks without provocation: "Lurking in the grass, it waits patiently for someone to approach, then darts like lightning at its prey."    
	ESSENCE: 
“In Lachesis, the general keynote is suppression, physical, mental and emotional. Deepest passion, when denied open expression, is subject to perversion and turns into the venom of hatred, cruelty and jealousy. Suppressed unconscious emotions, like evil spirits continuously boring from within, permit no peace or quietness, resulting in Lachesis' restlessness, impatience, suspicion and anxiety.” (Whitmont)  Passionate, intense people.  Need to have conscious control over their emotions; a lot of physical symptoms arise when conscious control is diminished or lost (e.g., on falling asleep, on waking up, from alcohol)

MENTAL SYMPTOMS: 
- JEALOUS … ENVIOUS … SUSPICIOUS (even paranoid)

- LOQUACIOUS (= tension release through words) … overactive mind, even to the point when words can’t keep up with the thoughts; jump from on subject to another.

- Intense … passionate … HYPER-SEXUAL (= tension release through sex; Vithoulkas says that loquacity is an outlet for suppressed sexuality ( the more they talk, the more suppressed they are, esp. when they are verbally abusive) … high sexual standards (puritan, fanatic disapproval).  

- Angry … aggressive … sarcastic … sharp-tongued … hateful & longing for revenge … malicious, want to hurt other people & know their most vulnerable spot (Sep.) … take what you say, and twist it around on you immediately.
- Strong-minded … opinionated … HAUGHTY … FANATISM (esp. about religious issues).

- Extremely egocentric (may shed tears, but they will be those of self-pity, not of compassion) 
- Fears: of snakes, insanity, being poisoned (Hyos.)
- Delusions of great guilt; admits to "any crime but murder”, esp. rape.
GENERAL SYMPTOMS:
- WARM-BLOODED & < warm, esp. wet, weather.
- LEFT-SIDED ailments; or left extending to right.
- Amelioration of symptoms as soon as the FLOW OF SECRETIONS STARTS (snakes don’t hop, skip, or jump, they “flow” thru the grass)
- Aggravation from any kind of CONSTRICTION.

- Amelioration from anything that stimulates conscious control, e.g., motion, cold, fresh air, etc.

- Aggravation from anything that lowers conscious control, e.g., in spring (season of transition, of budding love and life lower the conscious defenses), in sleep (when the unconscious takes over)
- Purple, mottled discolorations.
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS:
Head: Headache < heat, before menses, pregnancy and menopause, > during flow, pressure … trembling of the tongue when protruded.

Throat: left-sided sore throat, pain extends to ears on swallowing … throat pain, < swallowing, esp. liquids or saliva but > swallowing solid food, < warm drinks; > cold drinks … difficulty swallowing, esp. liquids or saliva … INTOLERANCE TO TIGHT collars, turtlenecks, necklaces … averse to being touched on the throat.
Chest: ASTHMA, < night, during sleep, in the morning on waking, hot room; > open air, cold, sitting bent forward; must rip open shirt during the crisis … palpitations & chest oppression, < lying on the left side … myocardial infarction with constriction in chest, pain to left arm

GI: Craves: Farinaceous, oysters, pungent, alcohol … colitis … hemorrhoids … hepatitis 
Female: > as soon as flow starts … < BEFORE menses … < MENOPAUSE (= suppression of menses) ... "never well since menopause." … PMS … flushes of heat.
Extremities: Splays the fingers; can't bear to have them touch … varicosities, esp. of the legs, usually pinkish or may be black … icy cold extremities.
Skin: Mottled … ulcers, esp. on legs, purple … easy bruising … melanoma … black or purple skin lesions. 
Sleep: Can’t sleep on the left side (= constriction to the heart) … wakes with suffocating feeling at night, esp. on falling asleep … sleep apnea
	
	ETIOLOGIES:

MENOPAUSE
AFFINITIES:

Mind … throat … NEVES … BLOOD … HEART … CIRCULATION … LEFT SIDE; then right (esp. throat and ovaries) … FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM
MODALITIES:

<: AFTER, during, long SLEEP … MORNING … HEAT, esp. humid … WARM WET WEATHER (spring, fall) … ALCOHOL … TOUCH … PRESSURE … SUPPRESSED DISCHARGES … extremes of temperature … CLIMAX
>: OPEN AIR … FREE SECRETIONS … hard pressure … COLD DRINKS.
SENSATIONS: 

Of a lump or a ball, esp. in throat or abdomen (it is always the sensory expression of a muscular spasm, Gutman.) … CONSTRICTION
PAINS: 

CONSTRICTIVE … SPASMODIC
DISCHARGES:

Thin … dark … BLOODY (blood tends to be dark and non-coagulating with little black floating flecks 
CHILDREN:
Typically brought in with emotional or/and physical problems after the birth of a sibling (triggered by jealousy) … very possessive of his friends and demands that they pay attention only to him … have a precocious awareness of the people around him, esp. pick up on sexual clues … cannot bear to be under the authority of another person; doesn't tolerate restrictions … are able to find the most vulnerable spot and verbally strike at you, like a snake.
PRIME INDICATIONS:

1. Over-activity of mind. Loquacity. Vivid imagination; passionate and intense.

2. Better discharges, esp. menses. 

3. Left-sided complaints.

4. Warm-blooded. Purple.

5. Worse during and after sleep.

6. Worse oppressive weather.

DIFFERENTIALS:

Intolerance to tight closing: Nux-v and Lyc have it only after a meal, Lach. always.
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