Lachesis  
I don’t want to go through the whole remedy.  But I will tell you some other things that you don’t know about.  Everybody knows that there are two types of Lachesis, right?  There is the extroverted type, high sexuality, very materialistic, great jealousy and all that.  Then, there is the other type that is more introverted.  They put a real damper on their sexual impulses and so forth, and they go into another state where they feel very insecure, that they are inferior and so forth.  Instead of jealousy, you see more envy.  It is not sexual jealousy.  It is envy about your position and they resent that their position is not as high as someone else’s position, that kind of thing in the introverted type.  Sometimes, we can see an alternation between hyper sexuality and loquacity.  When the sexuality is suppressed, then the loquacity comes out.  That is why George always likes to make the comment that in Greek, like we use the word intercourse, it can mean conversation, well “omelia” is speech and it is also sex, so it is sort of that combination.  There is the release through words, or the release through the sexuality.

It is a remedy you can confuse with easily.  Now, jealousy can be really totally encompassing in the life and Lachesis is probably the main remedy that will make scenes out of jealousy and it can be totally foolish.  A woman can be totally content as long (it is usually women) as she and the husband are at home, or the boyfriend, they are at home alone.  But if he turns his attention to somebody else even for a second, then she becomes very agitated.  It can be over silly things.  She can be jealous of her husband’s attention speaking to her mother, or even his mother, or their children.  As soon as he goes out, that’s when jealousy begins.  It can be so much that she can have a shock almost in her system the moment he puts his hand on the doorknob to leave.  It’s that intense and that is sort of something she will say.  It can cause unbelievable scenes.  Suspiciousness comes on, and she gets into a dark mood and thinks that no one loves her, thinks that everyone is being nasty to her and that they hate her.  Convinced that the husband is running around.  It doesn’t matter how much proof he offers.  Most of the time it is a passionate remedy, sensual, but in some cases the sex can be totally suppressed and blocked at a very deep level.  It can happen early in life, or it can happen later in life.  When that happens, then sexual energy becomes soured and it comes out verbally, but in a verbal aggressive way.  The patient becomes very malicious and wants to hurt other people, and has a critical tendency that is like Sepia where they really zap you at your vulnerable spot.  Verbal tongue lashing, where they really get home.  Like the snake ready to strike.  That is the way Lachesis can be in this state.  They want to strike.  That want to do damage.  He does it at every opportunity, with great sarcasm.  The comments are really cutting, because his mind is quick and the comments are cold and have a real malicious quality to it.  But, sometimes it is not so obvious.  Sometimes they do it in sort of a round about sort of way.  It is the kind of thing where, instead of just letting you ventilate, or say what you want to, they want to strike at you.  Let’s say that you are ventilating about your job, or your boss and how he drives you crazy.  Instead of saying, “I know, it’s really a drag,” they will say, “Yeah, you have been acting kinda crazy lately.”  That kind of comment where they take what you say, and they twist it around on you immediately.  Now, you may see this in children and especially little girls who precociously notice things.  They notice the mother, let’s say, she goes to the bank and she flirts a little bit with the bank teller, and the child picks up on this because the mind is very acute.  Then they leave the bank, and the mother says, “What a nice man the banker was.” The little girl, 8 or 9 years old, says, “Why don’t you just go to bed with him?”  Something like that, so she picks up the quality, because it won’t work if there is no truth to it.  Cutting comments don’t cut at all unless there is some element of truth.  So, she picks up on the interaction that there was some sort of attraction of flirtation, and she carries it further and says really precocious and cutting things.  

There are certain states where in the physical characteristics and the hypersexuality of Lachesis are lost, and in the introverted state, sometimes you will see that these characteristics of sleeping on the right and so forth will be lost.  But not that only the extroverted type sleeps on the right, becuase both types can sleep on the right.  It is not that clear cut a thing.  It goes towards these two different sides: the introverted type is much less common than the extroverted type.  That introverted type may have more — there are two different types, well there are really three different types, but there are two different main types.  The introverted type will either to this type with the enviousness or they can go into this type with the malicious words.  It can go either way.  

Now, there are some characteristics that you should know about Lachesis.  Mostly it is a disorder of the circulation, just like the snake venom it gets into the circulation.  It disturbs the circulation, and it is as if the blood wants to, they want to get rid of the poison.  So, there is a relief from bleeding.  There is a relief from discharges of all kinds.  There is an aversion or an aggravation from anything that changes the circulation or blocks the circulation, so they have an aversion to tight clothes at the waist, at the chest, at the throat.  They have a sense of a lump in the throat or globus hytericus.  Trouble swallowing, especially trouble swallowing their own saliva is most Lachesis for that symptom.  Chokes on his saliva.  On the other hand, wants to drink things to open up the throat, and it feels momentarily better while he is drinking.  So he sips and it will make you think of Arsenicum the way he sips on things to keep the throat open.  A patient I saw yesterday had that symptom.  Had to have a glass of water and was constantly sipping all through the interview.  

It is one of the main remedies for asthma.  Asthmas that come on during sleep.  Asthmas that come on because of jealousy.  Asthma that is better leaning forward.  Asthma so that they have to get up and rip off their clothes.  They can’t stand anything constricting the chest or the neck, so they will open up their shirt completely when they get the asthma.  It comes on during sleep, or it comes on in the morning, when they are waking up after sleep.  Again, that is the disturbance in the circulation.  That is why they are aggravated going into a hot room or a sauna.  This would bother Lachesis very much.  It can cause any kind of problem.  It can cause asthma to come on.  It can cause the physical problems to come on.  It can cause skin itching afterwards or almost a tendency for fainting.  Like what other remedy we said had that at the beginning?  Fainting from heat?  Apis.  There is great aggravation before the menstrual period that is ameliorated by the flow.  The first drop usually brings the relief, so it is the main remedy for PMS.  Just like they don’t want constriction at the throat, they don’t want pressure over the heart.  for the real keynote where you think of it, it has to be almost with the first drop, or it can come on in another way.  If you find a patient and you say, “How are you at your menstrual period?” They say, “Oh great.” You say, “Really, I mean, it’s the best time of the month?” They say, “Oh yes, I feel marvelous during my menstrual period.” That’s Lachesis mostly.  So, they can’t sleep on the left side.  They get palpitations or a sense of dysphoria if they try and sleep on the left side.  Now that is a fairly reliable symptom.  If you find somebody that says that they prefer to sleep on the left side, very, very unlikely that that is going to be Lachesis.  Not absolutely impossible, but very unlikely.  Now, if they say, “I sleep on both sides,” that’s ok, you can give Lachesis there.  That is the absence of information, rather than the contradiction of the essence that we talked about.  If they say they prefer the left side that contradicts the essence.  If they say they can sleep on either side, it is just their normal in that regards so you don’t have to worry about it.  

They are worse spring and fall.  Aggravations spring and fall.  They have cravings for oysters.  Strong craving for oysters and for farinaceous foods, spaghetti, bread, that kind of thing.  The way you mostly hear that is craving for spaghetti.  That’s where you hear the farinaceous.  That’s what they will say.  Because most people don’t say grains, but if you get farinaceous it includes spaghetti.

Like we said, there is a fear of snakes.  There is a fear of poisoning like Hyoscyamus and there is a fear of insanity.  There is sensitivity to light touch, even of the sheets.  Like we said, the fingers are splayed.  It is a peculiar symptom that they have and which you will sometimes get - it is thinking of their funeral and how people will act at the funeral.  They sort of imagine what will happen at their funeral.  There is another remedy that imagines that they have a fatal disease of some sort and gets into a melancholy sort of state about it.  Pulsatilla.  They get this sort of melancholy, sweet melancholy state, thinking about, “Oh, I’ve got cancer.”  They want everyone to come and comfort them.  Lachesis thinks about the funeral itself.  How many people will be there and what will they say, that kind of thing.

Because of all this activity, they get into states of guilt.  Worries about salvation.  They will admit to everything but murder, George says.  You remember this case where this person admitted to everything.  “Have you stolen? ”  “Yes, I’ve stolen.”  “Have you robbed banks? ”  “Yes.”  “Did you ever kill anybody?”  He wanted to say yes, but couldn’t really admit to murdering.  That’s the keynote.  They admit to everything but killing.  This is a psychotic state.  So, mostly you are going to use Lachesis in mental states with this loquacity and with anxieties, and you will use it in asthma and in cardiac disorders, especially cardiac disorders that follow jealousy.  In menstrual problems and premenstrual problems.  Mostly in those kinds of things.  What are the other big remedies for PMS?  Irritability before menses, if you use that rubric it is pitifully small, but Natrum Mur is there, Chamomilla is there, Nux Vomica is there.  Calcarea and Lycopodium are smaller, I think.  Sepia is a big remedy for that.  Probably, if you take all takers, Natrum Mur, Sepia and Lachesis will be the three main remedies for PMS.  But, it can be a lot of other remedies and some of them aren’t listed in that.  Lachesis isn’t there, but it is probably the main thing.  

