Opium  
I don’t know all the things that should be known about Opium, so I’m just going to give you a few sketches about it that I know so far.  The places I have seen it used where in narcolepsy or in stuporous conditions: comas, and when there was anesthesia of normally painful parts, right? You use Opium to numb people up.  Therefore, if a condition that should be painful isn’t painful, then you can think of Opium.  Of course, it will be the main remedy to use in head injuries, acutely after a head injury where the person develops what? Not fright, after the head injury, if they develop great sleepiness and they are drowsy and you sort of can rouse them up and then they fall back asleep, that kind of thing.  You use Opium then acutely.  There is also an anxious look in the Helleborus face, a frightened look.  If you see the Q or Q sign, in people after strokes, after head injuries, after surgery where they don’t come out of the anesthesia the way that they should, especially when they are stridulous, you know, labored heavy snoring, respiration, you know.  This kind of extreme case.  Obviously we aren’t going to treat cases like that every day.  If you come across that or if you called into a hospital to treat something like that that will be a remedy that you will use.  I have seen it work in a couple of in hospital patients that George prescribed on them and it brought them out of comas.  Or, if you find somebody, an old person, of course I don’t know how appropriate this always is, but in an old person, maybe they have come out of surgery and they are not doing well after surgery and they are still in a little bit of a comatose state and they are sleeping all of the time, you will think of Opium then.  Opium can be worse from frights, especially if neurological type symptoms develop after a strong fright, like convulsions or chorea, you can think of Opium, although you will also think of other remedies especially Causticum.  The convulsions are generally worse from heat like what other remedy? Or worse during fever when the fever goes up? What is the remedy that Kent talks about, you put the baby next to the fire - Apis, right.  Now, because it is an opiate, it has a strong action on smooth muscle, so it affects very strongly the colon, the rectum, and the bladder.  There can be severe constipation.  On the hand, there can be also diarrhea.  Diarrhea from fright and also retained urine.  Urinary retention, you can think of this remedy.  I have never actually prescribed it in a newborn or baby, but it wouldn’t surprise me at all.  I would want to see something of the appearance, you know how they talk about Opium being dusky red in appearance and bothered by heat?  I would want to see something of that and have perspiration on the face, but what is the other main remedy that has perspiration on the face a lot in depleted, comatose kinds of situations? Of course, perspiration on the face is only what? Ignatia, but the other remedy that has cold perspiration on the face? Veratrum.  Cold perspiration.  You will be led to Veratrum when you see perspiration on the face.  Very strong if it is cold, but Opium has hot perspiration and the perspiration feels hot.  So, if you see those kinds of things in a baby with constipation, then definitely, or that kind of look.  

We mentioned also the anesthesia of a normally painful part? There is another remedy that has that.  Platinum.  Platinum especially if there is numbness where? Around the lips or of the face or of the genitalia.  The vagina being number or extremely hypersensitive.  Now, there is a lat little tidbit that George has mentioned to me about this remedy — that is a look of bliss in the face.  I saw that.  It’s not saying that they are necessarily non-reactive people, but there is this look of ecstasy or sort of a bloated and sublime, the way you would imagine Opium smoker sort of in this state of blissed out.  That look to a certain degree - a fullness in the face.  That’s the only way I can put it.  It’s not as though somebody just ate a huge meal and is satiated, but it is like ecstasy.  But not looking excited, looking satiated and ecstatic at the same time.  It is subtle sometimes.  

